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after having been baptized, were so comforted that
they could not refrain from putting into song the
cause of their consolation,—that thenceforward, at
least, they were sure of going to Heaven. Others
nobly refused to imitate foul and immodest actions to
which their captors tried to incite them. Others
afterward displayed so much fortitude in their tor-
ments that our Barbarians resolved no longer to allow
us to baptize these poor unfortunates, reckoning [66]
it a misfortune to their country when those whom
they torment shriek not at all, or very little.

Indeed, this has given us so much trouble since
then, that there has not been one of these for whose
baptism we have not been obliged to give battle to
those who are their Masters and Guardians; and some-
times it has been necessary to atone for this violence
by some present.

Among those who showed most fortitude, and most
appreciation of their good fortune, was one Ononel-
waia, in baptism named Pierre, who was one of the
prisoners at that principal defeat of which we have
just spoken, a Captain of the Oneiouchronons, a na-
tion of the Hiroquois.* This man, being fastened to
a stake upon a platform, not very far from his com-
panion fastened to another,—where our barbarians,
every one according to his pleastire, tormented them,
by the application of flames, firebrands, and glowing
irons, in ways cruel beyond all power of description,
and beyond all imagination of those who have not
seen it,— Pierre, I say, seeing this companion of his
lose patience in the midst of these torments, com-
forted and encouraged him [67] by representing the
blessedness they had found in their misfortune, and
that which was prepared for them after this life.



